Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






W^i i ^Ir 



^^r^^, 









v^ 



// 






1 



i 






A 



),p' i--^-%,r'--''-'v»' 






ON MARRIAGE 



WITH A 



ECEASED WIFE'S SISTER 



BY 



CHR. WORDSWORTH, D.D. 



BISHOP OP llNCOLN 



NEW EDITION 



RIVINGTONS 
WATERLOO PLACE, LONDON 

WILLIAMSON : LINCOLN 
MDCCCLXXXIII 

[Price One Penny] 




Si- .! 









i^iirt 




I* - . . ■ -rf ' • - -t" ' .1 

I " " J ■ ■ ■ "J 

ii • ■ ■ jVl| ■ ._• • ■ 

I- K '.!!;>' ■■■:■»:■ 1 

I . .1 V" "".f ■ ■ ^ J 

1 1 ■ 1* '' ■'•■■■ ■".J 

I". • ■, '■■V.T.i; . -'. -■■ ij 

I- V ■■* /vr '^^w -■■ ,-i 

I. .■ .■•■■„ _J .■ u 



■ *•". • ■ ll • li 







i 



> 










Ai" 



A 



h 



M 



■■ 

•■A 






t-* 






'%S 



lip i* 



®n iWarriage toi^ a iDeceaselK life's 

Sbtsttr. 

IN the eighteenth chapter of Leviticus ^ Almighty 
God speaks as follows to the Israelites conceruing 
the judgments which He was about to inflict by their 
hands upon the nations of Canaan : ^^ Defile not ye 
yourselves in any of these things : for in all these the 
nations are defiled which I cast out before you : and 
the land is defiled : therefore I do visit the iniquity 
thereof upon it.'* In a few years afterwards He exe- 
cuted His purpose, and exterminated those nations 
by Joshua and his armies. He here declares the 
reason of that extermination: the land was defiled. 
And He warns the Israelites, that, if they defile 
themselves in any of the things in which those 
nations were defiled, they themselves would be 
visited by Him with the same chastisements as He 
was about to inflict by their instrumentality on the 
inhabitants of Canaan. 

It will be remembered, that among the sins there 
specified by God as the cause of this national 
extirpation, and which are recited in the eighteenth 
chapter of Leviticus, the first place is assigned to 
unholy marriages ; that is, to marriages contracted 
within the degrees of consanguinity and of affinity 
forbidden by His law : and that for the commission 
of those sins the names of those nations were blotted 
out from under heaven. 

But how, it may be asked, is this relevant to us ? 

The Divine law concerning Marriage contained in 
this chapter has been received among ourselves for 

} Lev. XYiii. 24, 25. 
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many generations ; it has been regarded by our fore- 
fathers, even from primitive times, as binding upon 
Christians ; it has been embodied in our own laws, 
both civil and ecclesiastical.^ But it is now proposed 
to abrogate one of the provisions which our ancestors 
believed to be contained in that Divine code. It is 
said that we ought to rescind the prohibition which 
restrains a man from contracting marriage with the 
sister of his wife, after his wife^s death. 

Here, then, is a grave question for us : for if it be 
true, as our forefathers believed it to be, that the 
Marriage Code promulgated by God in this chapter 
is binding upon us; and if it be also true, as our 
ancestors deemed it to be, that the restriction just 
specified is comprehended in that Code, then we 
have reason to fear, that if this restriction be 
removed, other infractions of the same Code would 
soon follow,* to the confusion of domestic relations 

* Canons of 1603, Can. 99, where it is said, **No persons 
shall marry within the degrees prohibited by the Laws of Grod, 
and expressed in a Table set forth by authority in the year of 
our Lord God, 1563 ; and all marriages so made and contracted 
shall be adjudged incestuous ar^ unlawfvl, and consequently 
shall be dissolved as void from the beginning, and the partiee 
so married shall by course of law be separated. And the afore- 
said Table shall l>e in every church publicly set up and fixed at 
the charge of the parish.*' Op. Bp. Gibson, Codex Juris. £cc. 
Anglicani, Tit. xxii. cap. i. p. 412. Bum*B Eocl. Law, Art. 
Marriage, vol. ii. pp. 440-447, ed. PhilUmore. Hammand*8 
Works, i. p. 590, ed. Lond., 1864 ; and the valuable work, by an 
American jurist, Htigh Bavey Evans, on the Christian Law of 
Marriage, ch. xiv., especially sect. 25 (New York, 1870), and 
Lord Hatherley^s Speech, 1850. The great value of the 
eighteenth chapter of Leviticus, and of our " Table of degrees " 
founded upon it, is not only in that it is declaratory of prohibi- 
tions, but that it defines the limit beyond which those prohibi- 
tions are not to be extended. In no case, in that chapter, and 
in our Law grounded upon it, is the prohibition carried beyond 
the third degree. If this were not the case, the marriage of first 
cousins (who are related only in the fourth degree), might be 
regarded as *^ unlawful and incestuous." 

^ Indeed, one of the Bills (1849) for legalizing a marriage 
with a vn/e^s sister contained fdso a provision for marriage with 
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and the destruction of domestic peace. And even if 
this were not the result, yet since God has declared 
that they who wilfully break one of His laws are 
held by Him to be guilty of the breach of allj^ and it 
is expressly said in this chapter, that "Whosoever 
shall commit any of these abominations, even the 
souls that commit them shall be cut ofE from among 
their people ; " * we may therefore expect that the 
same Divine judgments which were inflicted on the 
nations of Canaan may overtake us ; or rather, that 
we may be chastised with even greater severity than 
they were, because we have not been deterred from 
their sins by their punishment, which is set before 
us by God as our warning in His Holy Word. 

Let us, therefore, address ourselves to the con- 
sideration of this subject with that calm and serious 
earnestness which its importance demands. 

1. The first question which arises is : 

Does the Divine Code in the eighteenth chapter of 
Leviticus concern us f 

To this question I reply, that it is binding upon us, 
and upon all in every age. 

For, observe, it is said that of all the sins forbidden 
in this code, the nations of Canaan were guilty,^ 

Now, it is clearly stated in Holy Scripture, that 
" Where no law is, there is no transgression,^^ * and, 
that " sin is not imputed where there is no law" * for 
the essence of sin is, that it is the transgression of law.^ 

Since, then, the Canaanites were guilty of the sins 
recited in this chapter, they must have been under 
the law by which those sins are forbidden. 

a niece of a deceased wife; and it has been avowed by some- 
who support the measure that if the marriage of a husband 
with a deceased wife's sister be legalized, the marriage of a 
toife with a deceased husband*s brother cannot be any longer 
prohibited. 

^ James ii. 10, 11. 

• Lev. xviii. 29. • Lev. xviii. 24-28. * Bom. iv. 15. 

• Bom. V. 13, • 1 John iii. 4. 
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Therefore that law is not a part of the civil law 
given to the Jews as such (for the Garuumites were 
Tvot under that law), but it appertains to the common 
law binding on all nations. It is antecedent to the 
promulgation of the Levifcical law. Indeed, as the 
Jews themselves allow, it is at least as old as the 
Mood;^ and therefore the eighteenth chapter of 
Leviticus does not contain any enactment of a new 
code, obligatory on the Jews only, but it is declaratory 
of laws already in force and binding on all nations. 

It therefore concerns us; and if we violate its 
statutes, we may expect to suffer the penalties which 
are denounced by God on those who transgress it. 

2. The next question therefore is : 

Were our forefathers right when they said that 
marriage with a deceased wife*s sister is forbidden by 
that law ? Is any such prohibition contained in that 
Code or not ? 

Here, again, I reply in the aflB.rmative. 

But where, you may ask, is the prohibition ? You 
look through the chapter in question, and you do not 
find any express recital of such a restriction. 

What shall we say here ? 

The Bible is the word of Grod ; and man's Reason 
is the gift of God. The trv^ sense of the Bible is the 
Bible ; and the Bible is given to us as reasonable 
men, and we are bound to use our reason in ascer- 
taining its true sense. And whatever can be shown 
by sound reason to be contained in the Bible, is the 
true sense of the Bible ; it is an integral part of 
the Bible; and they who reject what can be thus 
proved by logical inference to be the true sense of 
the Bible, do in fact take away from the Bible, and 



* See the Jewish authorities cited by Hooker, rr. xi. 3, where 
he says that '^ Marriage within a number of degrees was not 
only by the law of Moses, but also by the law of the sons of 
Noah, vrdawftd; and also Hammond, i. pp. 587-8, and the 
authorities in Poli Synopsis on Lev. x?iii. 16 ; and Selden^ de 
Jure Naturali, v. 11. 
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thus incur the punishmeiifc which God has declared 
that He will inflict on those who mutilate His 
Word.i 

To ask for an express text for everything we do, 
or forbear to do, is to tempt God, and to disparage 
His Word as imperfect, and to despise the gift of 
Bicason which we have from Him. 

But if we prize onr Bibles and onr Reason, we 
shall follow the Apostle's precept to compare spiritual 
things with spiritical * and by a careful collation of the 
several parts of Scripture endeavour to elicit the true 
meaning of the whole.® 

Accordingly we find that our blessed Lord Himself 
charges those with ignorance of Scripture who did 
not act thus.* When He reasoned with the Sad- 
ducees on the doctrine of the Resurrection, He did 
not quote to them any text where that doctrine is 
recited in express words, but He referred them to 
a passage from which that doctrine was to be deduced, 
by a sound logical inference : "As touching the 
dead, that they rise : have ye not read in the book 
of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, I am 
the God of Abraham ? . . . He is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living; ye therefore do greatly 
err:'' 

So again, in confuting the Pharisees on the subject 
of Divorce for every cause. He did not appeal to any 
text where Divorce is expressly forbidden, but He 
charged them with ignorance and error, because they 
had failed to infer God's will on that subject from 
His own written Word : " .Have ye not read, that He 
which made them at the beginning made them male 
and female ? For this cause shall a man leave father 



» Deut. iv. 2 ; xii. 32. 



« 1 Cor. ii. 13. 



' Hence, therefore, it is well said in the Articles of the 
Church of England (Art. vi.), that nothing is to be required of 
any man as necessary to salvation which is not '< read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby." 

* Matt. xxii. 29 ; Mark xiL 24. « Mark xii. 26, 27. 
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and mother, and shall cleave to his wife : and they 
twain shall be one flesh. What therefore God hata 
joined together let not man put asunder." ^ 

Besides, if no restrictions are to be admitted which 
are deduced by sound logical inference, but only such 
as are recited in eaypress terms, then a man might even 
tnarry his own daughter ; for there is no express pro- 
hibition of such a marriage in the Divine Code. 

3. Here, therefore, the question occurs. Can it be 
proved by sound logical inference that the prohibition 
of marriage with a deceased wife's sister is contained 
in the Law of God ? 

Yes, surely it can. For consider this. We read in 
Holy Scripture that woman was made out of man, 
and that man said, " This is now bone of my bones, 
B.iidL flesh of my flesh;" and it is added, "Therefore 
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife, and they shall he one flesh." ' 

Hemember also that this declaration has been 
adopted and re-enforced by Christ Himself in the 
Gt)spel. Matt. xix. 5 ; Mark x. 7 ; cp. Eph. v. 31. 

Therefore, your wife's sister is you/r sister; and 
as a man may not marry his own sister after his 
wife's death, so neither may he marry his wife's 
sister.* 

4. Bat it has been said by some, that a man ceases 
to be one with his wife after her death, and that 
therefore he is allowed by Scripture to marry again.* 

» Matt. xix. 4-6. 

' Gen. li. 22-24. The expreesion is still stronger in the 
original Hebrew (le hashar echad), and in the Gospels in the 
accusative case, els adpKa fiiav ; that is, joined together into one 
flesh: **B0 then they are no more twain, but one flesh," 
Mark x. 8. 

* This was the argument of the GarsBans or Scriptnrists, 
among the Jews, who censnred such a marriage as unlawful. 
See Selden Uxor Hebr. i. 3 ; Opera, vol. iii. pp. 539-542, ed. 
Lond. 1726. 

^ 1 Cor. viL 8, 9 ; op. Bom. vii. 3, as to the second marriage of a 
wife. 
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And hence it has been argued, that since he is 
then no longer one with his wife he may marry her 
sister. 

But this reasoning is fallacions. An architect 
builds a house, but the house does not fall when the 
architect dies. AflB.nity is made by marriage, but it 
is not dissolved by death. 

Indeed, this is evident from the Law of God.^ 

In the chapter now before us a man is forbidden to 
marry the mother of his deceased wife, and he is 
forbidden to marry the daughter of his wife, or the 
daughter of her son, or of her daughter. And why ? 
Because it is declared, they are near of kin to her, 
or, as the original expresses it, they are part of her 
flesh} And such marriages are described as wicked- 
ness. For they who are joined to him in such mar- 
riages are part of iheflssh of her who had been made 
owe ^65^ with him by marriage. And if they are part 
of her flesh, surely her sister also is part of her flesh. 
Indeed, this point has been settled in this same 
chapter, where it is expressly affirmed that a man 
may not marry the sister of his father ; and why ? 
Because (it is added) the sister is the near kins- 
woman of the father : ' or, as the original expresses 
it, is part of the flesh of his father. * 

Hence, it is clear, that a man may not marry his 
wife's sister, because she is part of the flesh of her who, 

' As is laid down by the Schoolmen and Canonists; e.g. 
Aquinas. 4, d. 41, ar. 1, 9, 2 : " Shenitas manet mortuo altero con- 
jugum." Sanchez de Matrimonio, lib. vii. disp. 64, who thus 
defines affinity : *' Affinitas est propinquitas personarum ex con- 
jugio proveniens, et durat post mortem ejus qui causa fuit contra- 
hendse affinitatis. Vir et uxor non sunt inter se affines, sed sunt 
principium affinitatis." 

* Shaarah, Lev. xviii. 17; cp. xx. 14, where Drusius and 
Munster observe that sheer has nearly the same meauiug as hasar^ 
fleshy and so Gesenius^ Lexicon, p. 799. See also v. 6, where it 
is expressly said, that none shall approach near to any that are 
yart of his flesh ; rendered in our version near of kin. 

» Lev. xviii. 12. 

* Sheer, 
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10 ON MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE'S SISTER. 

as God declares in both Testaments, was made to be 
one flesh with him by marriage.^ 

It is remarkable that the connection specially con- 
demned as incestuums in the New Testament was one 
of affinity? 

5. Remember also this. A man may not marry his 
brother's widow ; or, in other words, a woman is for- 
bidden to marry her deceased husband's brother. This 
prohibition is repeated twice in Scripture.* And the 
reason is, that the wife of a brother is one flesh with 
him.* 

Now, surely, thy wife's sister is as near to thee as 
thy brother is to thy wife ; and since thy wife is for- 
bidden to marry thy brother after thy death, so art 



^ This argument has been well stated by the Bev. W. Abner 
Brown, in bis tract on the subject, a tract well suited for genersd 
circulation, p. 9, 2Dd edit. : " Let us examine the Scripture rule. 
It forbids a man to marry * any that is near of kin to him ; * 
and mentions in the following order thirteen instances of persons 
directly or indirectly near of kin, viz. his mother, his stepmother 
or father's wife, his sister, his half-sister, his own grand- 
daughter, his father's sister, his mother's sister, his aunt or 
father^ 8 brother's wife, his own dauahter-in-iaw or 8on*8 wife, his 
sister-in-law or brother's wife, his wife's mother, his wife*s daughter, 
his toife's granddaughter. Six of these women are blood relations. 
Seven (printed in italics) are persons made relations by marriage 
only. The whole follow the words * near of kin * without break 
or distinction ; except that after the charge not to marry his 
wife's relations there is added, *for they are her near kins- 
women ; it is wickedness.' This last word is the translation of 
the Hebrew word used for the vilest kind of lewdness, in 
Judges XX. 6 ; Ezek. xvi. 43, and xxii. 11. 

** It is clear from this list, that the death of the person through 
whose marriage the nearness of kin began does not alter that 
nearness. A stepson may not marry his father's widow ; and yet 
there is no kin between them, except through the woman's 
former marriage with his father, who is now dead. The death 
of the person through whose marriage the bond of kindred 
began must either dissolve that bond in all cases, or it dissolves 
it in none. It dissolves it in none." 

' 1 Cor. V. 1. . ^ Lev, xviii. 16; xx. 21. 

* " Fratris nuditas est, id est una caro cuto fratre." — Hem' 
mond, see in Poll Synops. ad he. Lev. xviii. 16. 
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thou forbidden to marry her sister after her death. 
God has forbidden the former of these marriages as 
execrable, and can He reasonably be supposed to 
approve the latter ? Surely this cannot be.^ 

6. Bnt here it has been alleged by some, that since 
in a certain case Almighty God (xynimanded that a 
wife should be joined in marriage to a deceased 

* This is thus stated by Bishop Jewels in a letter in Strype's 
Parker, Appendix, book ii. No. xix. : 

" You must remember that certain degrees are there left out 
untouched (in Leviticus xviii.), within which nevertheless it 
was never thought lawful for men to marry. For example, 
there is nothing provided there by express words but that a man 
may marry his own grandmother, or his grandfather's second 
wife, or the wife of his uncle by his mother's side ; no, nor is 
there any express prohibition in al this chapter but that a man 
may mary his own daughter ; yet will no man say, that any of 
these degrees may join together in lawful mariage. Wherefore 
we must needs think, that God in that chapter hath especially 
and namely forbidden certain degrees ; not as leaving a marriage 
lawful which he had not there expressly foibidden, but that 
thereby, as by. infallible precedents, we might be able to rule 
the rest. As, when God saith, No man shal mary his mother, is 
contained both the grandmother and the grandfather's wife, and 
that such mariage is forbidden. Thus you see, God himself 
would have us to expound one degree by another. So likewise 
in this case, albeit I oe not forbidden hy plain uoords to mary my 
wives sister, yet am I forbidden so to do by other words which by 
exposition are plain enough. For, when God commands me I 
shal not mary my brother^s wife, it follows directly by the same, 
that he forbids me to mary my wij^s sister. For between one 
man and two sisters, and one woman and two brothers, is like 
analogy or proportion, which is my judgment in this case. And 
other such like ought to be taken for a rule." 

So Hammond^ i. p. 583 : '* And just thus it is in this matter : 
this of the wife's sister which is not named, being directly the 
same degree of propinquity, that the brother's wife, which is 
named and prohibited. And that will appear by either of the 
two ways of measuring the propinquity, the wife's sister being 
as near to the husband as the husband's brother is to the wife, 
and the sister's husband as near to the other sister as the 
brother's wife can be to the brother. And accordingly, the 
Scripturarian Jews, as well as the rest, do here resolve. That a 
man is forbidden* to marry two which are kin to one another, 
and specific in a woman and her sister." 
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12 ON MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE's SISTER. 

husband's brother, namely, in case that her husband 
had died without issue ; ^ and since God cannot be 
supposed to command anything immoral, therefore 
it is alleged that the marriage of a man with his 
deceased wife's sister cannot be immoral. 

But to this I reply, is God inconsistent with 
Himself ? He has forbidden a woman to be 
joined in marriage to her husbaiid's brother. In 
a special case, for a special reason, applicable only to 
the Jews, God was pleased to dispense with His own 
law ; and in the plenitude of His Divine omnipotence, 
and for the purpose of showing His Divine Sove- 
reignty, to change the prohibition into a command.* 
But because God, Who is the Supreme Lord of all, 
and Who is the Fountain of Law, was pleased in 
a particular case to dispense with His own law, shall 
we — weak and blind creatures, who are subject to 
that law — dare to suppose that we can seat ourselves 
on God's throne, and dispense with that law ? No, 
surely ; for, as the Apostle speaks, God is the " one 
Lawgiver, Who is able to save a/nd to destroy.*^ ' God 
cannot command anything that is sinful. For sin is 
the transgression of His law,^ and whatever He com- 
mands is right. But it is no less absurd and 
presumptuous to say, that we may dispense with 
God's law concerning marriage, because He in one 
case dispensed with it, than it would be to affirm that 
murder is not immoral, because Gt)d^ Who is the sole 
Arbiter of life and death, commanded Abraham to slay 
his son Isaac ; * or that we may innocently commit 
theft, because God, Who is the Lord of all the earth, 
commanded the Israelites to spoil the Egyptians, and 
to take the cities of Canaan into possession.* 

7. Again, it has been affirmed by some, that in the 
chapter now before us God has given a man per- 
mission to marry his wife's sister after her death, 

1 Deut. XXV. 5 ; Mark xii. 20-22. 

• Lev. XX. 21. * James iv. 12. * 1 John iii. 4. 

^ Gen. xxii. 2. ^ Exod. iii. 22; xii. 36; Deut. vii. 2; xii 3. 
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This assertion requires careful oonsideratioii. 

It is alleged that the permission in question may 
be deduced by logical inference from the eighteenth 
verse of this eighteenth chapter. 

There we read as follows : " Neither shalt thou take 
a wife to her sister to vex her , , . beside the other, in 
her lifetime" 

Here, then, the question is asked, When God 
forbids a man to marry his wife's sister during his 
wife^s life, may it not be fairly inferred that He 
does not forbid him to marry her after his wife's 
death ? 

To this we answer, No ; such an inference is not 
sound. 

For, first, suppose, for argument's sake, that the 
English words just recited are a correct translation 
of the Hebrew original, then we affirm, that in all 
interpretations of law the general drift of the whole 
must be considered, and be used as the clue for its 
exposition; and that in right constructions of law, 
that which is doubtful is to be elucidated by means 
of what is clear, and not that which is clear be 
obscured by that which is doubtful. And we assert 
that such an inference as has just been recited is at 
variance with the whole context of the law, by which 
a man is expressly forbidden to contract marriage 
with the kindred of his wife, as has been already 
shown, and in which a sist&r is especially mentioned 
as near of kin. 

The fact is, as has been well observed by one of 
our wisest divines, that it is altogether inconsistent 
with a right interpretation of the Holy Scriptures to 
imagine that '^a thing denied with special circum- 
stance doth import an opposite affirmation when that 
circumstance is expired." ^ 

For example: when Samuel had uttered a stern 
prophecy against Saul, we read that he came no 

^ Hooker, v., zlv. 2, with reference to the memorable text. 
Matt. i. 25. 
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14 ON MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE's SISTER. 

more to see him until the day of his death} But are 
we therefore to infer from this text, that Samuel 
came to see Saul after his death. Again, we read 
that Michal, the daughter of Saul, had no child until 
the day of her death} Was she then a mother in 
the grave ? Christ promised to be with the Apostles 
until the end of the world} Will He begin to he 
absent from them then ? No ; He will then come in 
His glorified body, and they will he for ever with the 
Lord} 

If, then, our English translation represents cor- 
rectly here the sense of the original, the meaning 
of this verse is, that though a man's wife may become 
aged, infirm, or ungracious, and though her sister 
may be more fair and attractive in person and dis- 
position, yet he may not marry the sister in addition 
to the wife, however long the wife may live. And this 
prohibition may have been occasioned by the case of 
the patriarch Jacob, who, under extenuating circum- 
stances,*^ married Rachel, the sister of Leah his wife, 
in her lifetime ; and whose example, by reason of his 
patriarchal dignity, might perhaps be construed into 
a dangerous precedent.* 

But this prohibition is not to be drawn into a per- 
mission to marry a wife's sister after her death — 
a marriage which had been excluded by previous 
enactments in the same Code, forbidding marriages 
with a wife's kindred, and specifying a sister as 
near of kin, 

8. But, after all, it is very doubtful whether this 
verse, the eighteenth, which has been pleaded in 
favour of marriage with a deceased wife's sister, has 
any connection at all with the question at issue. 

' 1 Sam. XV. 35. 
2 2 Sam. vi. 23. 

» Matt, xxviii. 20. Cp. Sp. Pearton on the Greed, Art. iii. 
p. 174, ** Bom of the Virgin Mary." 

* I Thess. V. 17. 

» Gen. xxix. 25-28. 

* So Gerhard, de Gonjugio, § 350 ; and others. 
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It is verj probable that the true rendering of this 
verse is that which our translators have placed in 
the margin of onr Bibles : and that the real sense of 
the passage is, Neither shalt thou take one wife to 
a7iother, to vex her, beside the other, in her lifetime. 

In a word, this verse has, probably, nothing to do 
with the marriage of a wife^s sister, but is a pro- 
hibition against the marriage of more wives than one 
at a time. It forbids polygamy. 

Why, you may ask, do we affirm this ? First, we 
reply, look at the scope of the Code. It forbids a 
marriage with a wife's kindred after her death. It 
specifies a sister as near of km. Can it then permit 
marriage with a wife's sister ? Surely not. 

Next remark, that the reason given against a man's 
taking a second wife in his wife's lifetime is, lest by 
so doing he vex her. But this is no special argument 
against marrying her sister : she would be as much 
vexed, whether that second wife were any other 
woman besides her sister. 

Next observe the place of this verse. It stands 
at the end of the prohibitions concerning affinity, 
and at the head of a series of general prohibitions, 
which have no reference to affinity. It may there- 
fore belong to the latter, and not to the former. 

And next, look at the words of the original. The 
Hebrew phrase is ishah el achothah ; and this is 
rightly rendered in our margin ^ one wife to another ; 
or one woman to another. 

For, if you look through the books of Moses, you 
will find this Hebrew phrase used to describe the 
coupling of one thing with another.* 

* It stands there in the original edition of otur Authorized 
Version, a.d. 1611. 

^ See Pagnini Lex. Hebr. p. 83, where he says that it is care- 
fully to be noted, as Babbi David observes, that in Hebrew 
anything is called iah (man), or ishah (woman), as the faces of 
the Cherubim in Exod. xxv. 20, where the original literally 
means " one man to Ms brother." Cp. Exod. xxxvii. 9. And so 
the curtains in Exod. xxvi. 3 are said to be coupled " one vjoman 



'-^ ■■■"■■ ..'■ ■■ fl 
r -f . • ' : » .1* ■ - 



- •. "I ■ 







■Tp' 



■ I 



'•.. 






1 



r^ ■ 

■ 

'* ■ ^ 



"• • 



> ■ ■ ■ 









l! 




■ • 



>* ' ■ 



16 ON MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE's SISTER. 



Thus in the twenty-sixth chapter of Exodus it 
occurs four times/ and in none of these does it 
signify a wije to her sister, but simply a thivig to its 
fellow. And so it is used in other places of Holy 
Writ. And in like manner the Hebrew pbrase 
which signifies literally " a man to his brother,** does 
not mean, "a man to his brother by blood" but 
simply, " one man to his fellow," or " one man to 
another man ; " and so it is commonly rendered in 
onr Bibles." 

Therefore we may conclude, that this phrase in 
qnestion is well translated in our margin, *' one wife 
to another,*' and accordingly it has been understood in 
this sense by many of the best Hebrew scholars, 



to her sister" that is, one curtain to another. See also (reseniiui* 
Hebrew Lex., pp. xxvii. xxx. ed. London, 1847. Cp. Gen. xiii. 
11; xxvi. 81; Exod. xvi. 15; xxxii. 27-29; Isa. ill. 5; xix. 2; 
Ezek. i. 19; iii. 13; xvi. 45, 48, 49 ; Joel ii. 8. 

* Verses 3, 5, 6, 17. 

' The following important statement on this point is from 
the Bev. Charles For8ter*s remarks on this question ; London, 
1850, p. 32 : " This pbrase, * a woman to her sister,' together 
with the similar formula in the masculine, viz. ' a man to his 
brother,* occur, with slight yariations of the intervening prepo- 
sition or conjunction, two-and-forty times in the Hebrew Bible, 
and never once does it designate the blood relationship of two 
sisters or two brothers, but always and invariably means (when 
used of persons) simply two men together, or two women together ; 
and when used of things (for it is used of things as well as of 
persons) it means two masculine or feminine things of the same 
kind. And it is actually thus translated in our Bible in thirty- 
two out of the forty-one other places where it occurs ; and in the 
other nine places brother obviously does not refer to consan- 
guinity, but to proximity. If, therefore, this expression desig- 
nates in Lev. xviii. 18 the blood relationship of two sisters, I 
can only say that this is the solitary instance in the whole Bible 
lohere it ha>s stuih a meaning. 

"Out of two-and-forty times, then, in which this Hebrew 
idiom occurs, it is agreed on all hands that in forty-one instances 
it has no reference to the blood relationship of two brothers or 
two sisters, but simply means two persons or things of the same 
kind." See also the analysis of the passages in DujighV$ 
** Hebrew Wife," pp. 84-91. 
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both Jewish^ and Christian.^ You may not take 
any other woman, whether sister or no, to wife as 
long as your wife lives. 

9. Here, however, it has been asked by some, if 
this is a prohibition against polygamy, how it is that 
many of the ancient Hebrews were polygamists ? 
How is it that Solomon, and even David, had more 
wives than one ? Would this have been the case if 
there had been a law of God against plurality of 
wives ? 

The answer is, that the practice of man is not a 
sure interpreter of the law of Grod. " Let God be true, 
and every man a liar,^^ ^ You say, some of the kings 
were polygamists, and therefore God had not for- 
bidden polygamy. But no ; what says God's law ? 
" The king shall not multiply wives to himself** * Is 
not this a prohibition of polygamy ? And certainly 
the words of the Old Testament which were quoted 
by our Lord as [forbidding divorce, are as clearly 
prohibitory of polygamy; a man shall cleave unto 
his wife, and they twain shall he oneflesh,^ 

10. And here we have a ready answer to another 
objection. 

It is said by some that the Jews to whom the 
Sacred Oracles were given,® approve the marriage of 
a man with his deceased wife's sister, and that we 
Christians ought to follow them in their interpreta- 
tion of those Oracles. 

^ E.g. Junius, TremeUius, and Hammond, i. p. 584. See also 
Drusius in Gritici Saori, in loc. i. p. ii. p. 291 ; and so Calovius, 
Ainsxgorth, Beza, and WiUet. And see also the Annotations 
of the Westminster Divines, 1651 ; and so Schleusner, Lexic. 
V.T. &$€X<^. See also Archdeacon Hessey^s excellent pamphlet 
on this subject ; third edition, 1855, pp. 12, 19. 

* By the E^aite Jews, generally, i.e. by those Jews who 
rightly prefer the letter of God^s Word to the traditions of men 
and the Rabbinical glosses of the Talmud. 

* Eom. iii. 4. 

* Deut. xvii. 17. » Matt. xix. 5. 

* The Karaite Jews. See Selden, Uxor Hebraica, i. 3-8. 
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But tMs allegation is erroneous. 

For, first, those Jews who allow these marriages 
do not allow them after the divorce of the wife, as 
long as she is living, and thus witness to their 
illegality. 

Next, the disparaging terms in which these other 
Jewish rabbis speak of the Sacred Oracles in com- 
parison with their own traditions, will deter every 
pious reader of Scripture from placing confidence in 
their expositions. They say ^ that the written text of 
Scripture, as contrasted with their traditions, is only 
as water compared with wine, and that the words of 
the scribes are lovelier than those of the law, and 
that the precepts of the rabbis are weightier than 
those of the prophets ; and their predecessors were 
condemned by Christ as making the law of Ood of 
none effect hy their traditions} Shall we then follow 
such leaders as these ? Does not St. Paul say that 
the veil is on the hearts of the Jews in reading the Old 
Testament,^ and that they knew not the voices of the 
prophets which are read every Sahhath Day ? * 

If the Jewish expositors of Scripture are to be 
followed, then we must cease to be followers of 
Christ ; for, according to them, Christ is not come ; 
and we shall be followers of those who said that 
Jesus of Nazareth was justly crucified. 

But let us not prefer the broken cisterns of the 
Talmud to the living waters of Holy Scripture. If 
we do, then we may come with the Jewish doctors to 
Christ, and ask, " Is it lawful to put away a wife for 
every cause .^ "* and then we may also be denounced 
by the Divine Teacher as an adulterous and sinful 
generation.^ We, too, may be addressed as the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were by the Apostle, a 
little before its destruction, Ye adulterers and aduU 

* See numerous Babbinical authorities to this effect in 
Prideaux, Connexion ; part i. chap. v. on b.c. 447. 

2 Mark vii. 15. « 2 Ck)r. iii. 14. * Acts xiu. 27. 

* 3Iatt. xix. 3. « Matt. xii. 20; xvi. 4. 
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teressea^ when they also, as the Canaanites of old, 
were about to be exterminated for their sins. 

11. Let us rather turn to the Christian Sion, the 
spiritual Jerusalem, the Church of the Living God, 
to which Chris fc has promised His presence and the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost.* How, let us ask, has 
the Church of Christ interpreted the Law of God in 
this matter ? If marriage with a wife's sister was 
lawful — ^if our Christian forefathers had deemed it to 
be lawful — many such marriages would have taken 
place. We are told that wxiny such marriages now 
take place, and therefore^ it is pleaded, they ought to 
be made lawful. But look back to the past, to the 
time of Christ and the Apostles. Not a single testis 
mony in favour of such marriages can be cited from 
any Christian writer of any note, for fourteen cen^ 
turies after Christ. All Christendom abhorred them. 
Remember the words of the holy Bishop of Caesarea, 
St. Basil, deservedly called the Great, who, writing 
in the fourth century, speaks not only in his own 
name, but bears testimony to the judgment of his 
predecessors on this subject, and says : " Our custom 
in this matter has the force of law, because the 
statutes we observe have been handed down to us 
by holy men ; and our judgment is this, that if a 
man has fallen into the sin of marrying two sisters, 
we do not regard such a union as marriage, nor do we 
receive the parties to corrmiunion with the Church until 
they are separated.*^ 

Such is the testimony of Christian antiquity ; and 
such is the judgment of the Eastern Church to this 
day.' 

12. If now it be said that the Church of Home 
allow such marriages, and that we ought to do the 
same, first, we deny the fact ; for she does not 

* James iv. 4. 

* Matt. XX. ; John xiv. 16. 

* See Bev. W. Palmer's Statement, pp. 58, 59-69 : Ijondon, 
1849. 
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solemnize them without a dispensation, and thus is 
still a witness to their illegality. But having, alas ! 
been tempted by the lust of lucre and of power, to 
swerve from the rule of her fathers,^ and to grant 
such dispensations, which she did first in the 
sixteenth century, her eyes are blinded, and she 
cannot see, what formerly she saw clearly, that 
these marriages are forbidden by God's Word, lest 
haply she be forced to allow that she has been guilty 
of the heinous sin of dispensing with God's Law. 

And shall we follow her in this ? 

If it should be urged that some Protestant com- 
munions do not censure these marriages, which we 
for our part are loth to believe, our only reply need 
be, that all their pious predecessors condemned* 
those marriages; and if some of our Protestant 
brethren have now fallen away from the faith and 
practice of their forefathers, Vhose names they hold 
in reverence, we humbly hope they will not censure 
us for proving our reverence for their forefathers by 
vindicating their wisdom, and by following their 
example. 

13. But we are told that many persons have con- 
tracted these marriages, and that their consciences 
ought to be relieved, and their embarrassments 
removed, by the repeal of the law. To this we 
reply. Is the hedge to be rooted up, because some 

^ It is remarkable that the very ancient Vatican Manuscript 
of the Septnagint (lately pnbliBbed by Cardinal Mai), contains 
a curse against those who lie vjith their vnfe's sister, in Dent, 
zxvii 23. This was probably at first only a marginal note, and 
has passed from the margin into the text ; but it is an important 
witness of the opinion of the early age in which tliat MS. was 
written. 

* So Beza, Melanethon, Luther, and Chemnitz. See Gerhard, 
Loci Oommun. de Conjugio, sec. 347, vol. vii. p. 374, the West- 
minster Divines, M. Senry^ and Dr. C. J. Brovm, of Edinburgh. 
The judgment of our Eeformers is clear from the " Table of 
Degrees " set forth by them, and from Reformatio Legum, fol. 
23, where it is said that marriage with a deceased wife's sister 
communi doctorum virorum consensu putatur in Levitico prohiberi* 
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make a gap in it ? Is the wall to be broken down, 
because some overleap it ? This would be an 
encouragement to crime. Let murders and thefts 
and adulteries only become numerous enough, and 
on such a plea as this we may be asked to abrogate 
the Decalogue. Men's sins ought not to be pleaded 
as a reason for defying God's power, and rescinding 
God's law, and for bringing down His judgments 
upon us.^ 

14. Let us here ofFer a few words to those who 
have contracted these marriages. 

Let it not be supposed that we do not sympathize 
with them. We feel for them deeply. We know 
that many women have been entangled in these 
marriages by representations that they are not 
forbidden by the Divine law, and by allegations 
that if they contract these marriages in some foreign 
land where they are not prohibited by human law, 
they become valid marriages in England — ^which is a 
great mistake. This being so, we readily allow that 
they are worthy objects of tender compassion. We 
mourn over them. But true sympathy is shown, 
not by flattery, but by speaking the truth in love. 
Their marriage is contrary to God's law, and there- 
fore is sinful, for sin is the breach of God's law." Their 
only remedy, therefore, is in repentance. "Except 
ye repent,*' says our Lord, "ye shall perisfi."' Let 
them therefore not harden their hearts against Him, 
and so provoke His wrath and incur everlasting 
misery ; but let them confess their sin to Him, and 
pray to Him for pardon for His dear Son's sake. Who 
can wash them clean from sin ; and for the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, that they may walk before Him in 
newness of life. On their death -bed, at the day 
of judgment, they will thank us for these words. 
What is to be done in any particular case depends 

* See the remarks in DwighVs " Hebrew Wife," edited by 
Dr. Wardlaw, Glasgow, 1837. 

* John iii. 4. ' Luke xiii. 3. 
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mncli on its circumstances ; the advice shonld be 
sought of a holy, wise, and learned spiritual guide, 
who would give counsel and comfort to the penitent. 

Yet, further, Christian charity is a large and com- 
prehensive virtue. It has sympathies not only for 
those who break the law, and who desire it to be 
repealed, but for those who obey the law, and wish it 
to be maintained. In our compassion for the former, 
let us not forget the latter. Let us not betray the 
rights and impair the happiness of husbands who 
love their wives' sisters as their own sisters, and 
admit them to the nearest and dearest intercourse of 
brotherly affection. And let us not inflict an injury 
on those sisters of a wife, who are now received into 
the most confidential and endearing intercourse in 
the home of their sister's husband. All those tender 
relationships, which impart an inexpressible charm 
and delicate sanctity to our English homes, would be 
scattered to the winds by the repeal of the law of 
God, which requires a husband to regard his wife's 
sisters as his own sisters, and to honour and love 
them as such. 

Such blessings as these are beyond all price. If 
you marry a wife, and your wife has a sister, you 
are received at once to a near and dear friendship 
with her. Her sister is your sister : you love her as 
a sister, and she loves you as a brother. You have 
gained a sister by marrying a wife ; and they also 
have gained, the one a husband and the other 
a brother, without losing a sister. Thus your 
marriage is doubly blessed, to you and to them. In 
your wife's sister you have one with whom you may 
take sweet counsel in time of joy and of sorrow : she 
will rejoice in your joys, and sorrow in your sorrows. 
She will be like an angel of light, and love, in the 
days of sickness and of sorrow, to yourself, your 
wife, and your children. She may be admitted 
without suspicion to the privacy of the sick chamber 
and of the death-bed. She will mingle her tears 
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with yours, and be to you a sister indeed — a sister in 
Jesas Christ. 

15. But, let this law be repealed, and all these 
blessings are gone — gone for ever. The morrow 
after its repeal, the sisters of all the wives in 
England, and the wives who have sisters, and the 
husbands of such wives, and the children of such 
husbands and wives, will find their position changed. 
The husband will have lost the sister whom he had 
gained by marriage. The wife will have lost the 
sister whom she had by blood. The wife's sister 
will have ceased to be a sister, and have become 
almost a stranger. She dan no longer enter the 
house with the same freedom and familiarity as * 
before. Or, if she does, what jealousies and heart- 
burnings may arise ! The wife may be less fair than 
her sister, she may be growing old and infirm, her 
sister may be young and beautif al ; then comes the 
Tempter and whispers in the ear of frail and fallen 
man that Divorce has now become easy in England ; 
and we may follow the Jews and those other nations ^ 
whose example is here so earnestly commended to us 
by some for our imitation, and makes Divorce easier 
still ; and then, fatal result ! conjugal estrangement 
may ensae, and a separation may take place, and the 
wife's sister may supplant the wife, and may be set 
up in her sister's house, at her sister's table, and in 
her sister's place, and the wife's children may loathe 
their own home, and may hate their mother's sister, 
and their own father, as the authors of their 
mother's misery and of their mother's disgrace. 

16. Nor let us forget the sacred rights of those 
who minister in our churches and at our altars. 

* Who consider " incompatibility of temper " as a sufficient 
ground for divorce. Already a woman divorced " a vinculo '* is 
regarded by English law as dead, and her husband may marry 
another. If marriage with a deceased wife's sister is legalized, 
then marriage with a divorced wife's sister will soon be lawful 
also. In some States of America, the Divorces are to Marriages 
as I to 10. 
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24 ON MABtUAGE WITH A DECEASED WIF£*S SISTER. 

What is a faithful Parish Priest to do, if a man or 
a woman who has contracted one of these marriages 
present himself or herself at the Lord's Table ? Can 
he administer to them those holy mysteries ? Wonld 
he not then be a traitor to God and His Chnrch, 
whose law is clear on this point, if he ventured to do 
so ? And if the Civil Power should legalize snch a 
marriage by its authority, would he not be charged 
with disloyalty to his Sovereign, and to the Govern- 
ment of his country, if he refused to do so ? He 
would thus be. placed in a painful dilemma. Bat his 
duty is plain. He must obey Grod rather than 
men.^ But it will be an evil day for England when 
the Civil Power engages in a conflict with the 
Church of God, and proclaims war against the 
Ministers of God. 

17. If there be any who desire to contract such 
marriages as these, or to rescind the law which for- 
bids them, let them be exhorted to pause before thej 
proceed further. 

If, as our forefathers believed, these marriages are 
unlawful ; if, as all Christendom testified for four- 
teen centuries after Christ, they are forbidden by 
Gt)d's Word, let us not begin a course of which we 
cannot see the end. If we tamper with His Law in 
one point, we may soon be led on to violate the 
whole. Then He will fight against us. The vials 
of His wrath and indignation, which were dis- 
charged on the nations of Canaan, will be poured on 
our heads. 

Rather let us make fresh endeavours to vindicate 
the purity of marriage, and to defend its sanctity. 

Marriage was instituted by God, in order to diSuse 
the blessings of society, and to colonize the world. 
Let us not allow its healthful streams to be pent up 
and putrified in the sterile and stagnant pools of con- 
sanguinity and affinity; but let them flow far and 



Acts iv. 19 ; t. 29. 
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wide, in free and fruitful freshness, to evangelize the 
earth, and to people heaven. 

Then we may cherish the hope, that when He 
Who is the Divine Bridegroom, and Who has es- 
poused onr nature, and has joined it for ever to the 
Nature of God, and Who beautified Marriage, and 
has "consecrated it to such an excellent mystery 
that in it is represented and signified the spiritual 
marriage and unity betwixt Himself and the Church,"* 
shall appear again in glory, to receive to Himself the 
Bride, whom He loves and cherishes as His own 
fleshy* we may be invited to sit down at the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in heaven, and to taste that un- 
alloyed and everlasting bliss which is promised to 
the pure in heart ^^ who " will see God." 

^ Eph. yii. 27-33 : see our Marriage Service in the Book of 
Common Prayer. ' Eph. v. 29. ' Matt. y. 8. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF 
THE DIVINE LAW OF MARRIAGE. 



ALMIGHTY GOD, Who in the time of Man's 
innocency didst institute Marriage, signifying 
to ns the mystical union of Christ and His Chnrch, 
and Who didst drive out the nations of Canaan for 
desecrating that holy mystery by unchaste and 
impure unions, contrary to Thy Holy Law, we 
humbly and heartily pray Thee to preserve this 
Church and Nation from the sins which they com- 
mitted, and from the miseries by which they were 
punished, and to enable us by Thy grace to maintain 
that Law inviolate, so that we may enjoy Thy favour 
here, and inherit Thy Kingdom hereafter, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
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